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FIVE PORTRAITS BY UM GRADUATE PICKED FOR DETROIT EXHIBIT 
MISSOULA -
Five photographs by Ken Blackbird, a 1993 University of Montana photojournalism 
graduate, will be included in "Images of Identity: Photographs of American Indians," an exhibit 
scheduled to open March 27 at the Detroit Institute of Arts.
Blackbird is the only living photographer represented in the exhibit of more than 140 
photographs on display through July. His images, part of a project commissioned by the institute, 
are portraits of Assiniboine elders living on the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation in Montana. 
Blackbird is an Assiniboine and lived on the reservation as a child.
Blackbird also produced the cover and several inside photos for "Circle of Nations," a book 
by Native American writers and photographers recently published by Beyond Words Publishing in 
Hillsboro, Ore. He’s now doing work for a Turner Publishing book, "The Native Americans."
A onetime photographer for UM’s student newspaper, Montana Kaimin, Blackbird lives in 
Cody, Wvo., but travels widely as a freelancer. He’s sold photographs to newspapers and done 
movie location shoots for Turner Broadcasting. Some of his work appeared in the 1989 and 1990 
Coors Indian heritage calendars.
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CONTACTS: Ken Blackbird, (307) 527-6572; Patty Reksten, UM associate professor of 
journalism, (406) 243-2191; David Tenny, curator of the Detroit exhibit, (313) 833-1432.
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